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•
SUBJECT: SENTENCING OF KHARTOUM TERRORISTS

••
REF: (A) KHARTOUM 1276; (B) CAIRO 4094; (C) KHARTOUM 1420

••
1. DEPARTMENT HAS CAREFULLY REVIEWED AMBASSADOR'S

•

RECOMMENDATION (REFTEL A) THAT HE BE INSTRUCTED TO DELIVER

•

A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT NIXON TO NIMEIRI SUBSEQUENT TO

•

JUDICIAL DECISION IN TERRORIST TRIAL, WE ARE CONCERNED

•

THAT PRESENTATION OF LETTER FROM U.S. PRESIDENT AT THAT

•

JUNCTURE LIKELY TO BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND WOULD BE

•

WIDELY INTERPRETED IN ARAB WORLD, PERHAPS IN SUDAN ITSELF,

•

AS UNDUE PRESSUR. IF LETTER ITSELF SHOULD BECOME PUBLIC,

•

IT WOULD BECOME THAT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT FOR NIMEIRI NOT

•

TO LIGHTEN SENTENCES SUBSTANTIALLY AS DEMONSTRATED HIS

•

INDEPENDENCE. HIS CONCERN ABOUT THIS SEEMS EVIDENT

• FROM INTERVIEW WITH MICHELMORE (REFTEL B).



2. AS ALTERNATIVE, ASSUMING GUILTY VERDICT, WE PREFER
THAT AMBASSADOR MAKE ORAL DEMARCHE TO NIMEIRI ON INSTRUC-
TIONS OF USG ALONG LINE PARA 3. REGTEL A.AMBASSADOR SHOULD USE HIS DISCRETION IN TIMING DEMARCHESO AS TO EXTENT POSSIBLE TO AVOID OBVIOUS TEMPORAL CONNEC-TION BETWEEN TRIAL VERDICT AND AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST TOSEE NIMEIRI. IN EVENT MEETING GETS PRESS ATTENTION,DISCUSSION OF OTHER SUBJECTS (E.G., U.S. ASSISTANCE) MAYPROVIDE BASIS FOR DESCRIBING MEETING AS CONCERNED WITHU.S.-SUDANESE RELATIONS GENERALLY.3. WE REALIZE THAT COURSE OF EVENTS THUS FAR HASINDICATED THAT NOT GUILTY VERDICT IS UNLIKELY. IF,HOWEVER, VERDICT IS NOT GUILTY, AMBASSADOR SHOULD PLANTO RETURN TO U.S. FOR CONSULTATIONS. IN SUCH EVENT OURPRESS STATEMENT WILL INDICATE THAT AMBASSADOR HAS BEENRECALLED. SISCO
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